57 Statements that document the continuing Guardianship

57/ STATEMENTS OF FACT
RELATED TO THE CONTINUING GUARDIANSHIP

Prefactory Note: In the fall of 1996, the newsgroup known as soc.religion.bahai and run by
members of the sans-Guardian Bah&i Faith carried a number of postings dealing with the L esser
Covenant of Bahau'llah. Franklin Schlatter, the secretary for the Mother Bahai Council of the United
States, managed to get two postings onto the newsgroup, the first of which are the nineteen syllogisms
located el sewhere on this Home Page. The first posting challenged other newsgroup participants to
provide counter-syllogisms, but the challenge was not taken up by anyone. Instead, others resorted to
name-calling and advised the newsgroup to avoid what Schlatter had written. On 11 September,
Schlatter's second posting to the newsgroup was briefly disseminated and then it disappeared, apparently
because the statements of fact were more factual than the moderators could countenance!

Some weeks later the moderators of the social.religion.bahal newsgroup provided additional
credence to such a position when they changed the charter of the newsgroup so that Orthodox Bah&is
were precluded from providing to the newsgroup their perspective on the continuing Guardianship of the
Faith.

What is given here is the posting that appeared and then, within 24 hours, disappeared from the
social.religion.bahai newsgroup.

When an individual has been identified as a "Covenant-breaker" it
becones very easy for those who maintain that they are within the
Covenant to resort to such enotional, opinion-nolding devices as nane-
calling, guilt by association, stereotyping, snokescreens, and
glittering generalities. And whether the person be a |oyal follower
of the sans-Guardi an Universal House of Justice or an accused
Covenant - breaker, what gets lost in all the dialogue is that what, in
fact, is happening is that we are experiencing a difference in
interpretation of the witings, and only the Guardian of the Faith
has the mandate fromthe WIIl and Testanent of 'Abdu'l-Baha to
resol ve such differences. Thus, enptional appeals and/or
condemati ons becone counter-productive in whatever dialogue is
devel oped.

| wonder, therefore: Is it possible for us to communi cate our
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views without resorting to nane-calling and to reach sone kind of
agreenent regardi ng our disagreenents--and especially our differences
in interpretation?

| f comunication (not necessarily "association") is possible, it
Is clear that those engaged in the dial ogue need to establish
specific points of agreenent and disagreenent. As an initial step in
this process I'd like for the nenbers of this newsgroup to determ ne
for thenselves the veracity or fal sehood of each statenent in the
|ist of statenents that follows. (Call it a true-false test if you
will, for all each of us has to do is to identify whether each
statenent is true or false.) Once you have conpleted this survey, |I'd
| i ke to suggest that you add your own *specific* facts to the |ist
and share themvia the newsgroup. In this way, progress toward conmon
under st andi ngs m ght be achi eved.

1. In Hs WII and Testanent 'Abdu'l-Baha did not set any age
limtations on the one appointed as Guardi an of the Faith.

2. Inthe third part of the WIIl and Testanent 'Abdu'l-Baha does not
refer to the Aghsan at all.

3. The WIIl and Testanment of 'Abdu'l-Bahd does not say that the
appoi ntnent of the Guardian's successor is to be done by neans of a
w Il and testanent.

4. In the WIIl and Testament of 'Abdu'l-Bah& it says that it is
"I ncunbent" upon the Guardian to appoint his successor "in his own
life-time" so "that differences not appear after his passing."

5. The English translation of 'Abdu'l-Bahd's WII says that if the
Quardian's lineage is not "matched with a goodly character, then nust
he, (the guardian of the Cause of God) choose another branch to
succeed him"

6. In the English translation of the WIIl and Testanent that Shoghi
Ef fendi provided the believers, the "b" in the word "branch” is in
the ower case in the passage that is cited in statenent #5.

7. The WIIl and Testanent says that the Hands of the Faith "nust
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el ect fromtheir own nunber nine persons that shall at all tines be
occupied in the inportant service in the work of the guardian of the
Cause of God."

8. The WII| and Testanent says these nine Hands (see #7) "nust give
their assent to the choice of the one whomthe guardian of the Cause
of God hath chosen as his successor."

9. During Shoghi Effendi's lifetinme the Hands of the Faith did not

el ect fromtheir own nunber the nine Hands who, according to the WII
of "Abdu'l-Baha, were to "give their assent to the choice of the one
whom t he guardi an of the Cause of God hath chosen as his successor."”

10. Shoghi Effendi gave his interpretation regarding the provision in
the WIl which calls for nine Hands to give their assent to the
Quardi an' s successor, when in the "Baha'i News" of February 1955 he
is quoted as saying: "The statenment in the WII of 'Abdu'l-Baha does
not inply that the Hands of the Cause of God have been given the
authority to overrule the Guardian. 'Abdu'l-Baha could not have
provided for a conflict of authority in the Faith."

11. The WII and Testanment of 'Abdu'l-Baha says that the Hands of the
Faith are under the Guardian, that they are to obey his command, and
that the Guardian nust "continually urge" the Hands "to strive and
endeavor to the utnost of their ability to diffuse the sweet savors
of God, and to guide all the peoples of the world..."

12. The WIIl and Testanment of 'Abdu'l-Bah& says that the "guardi an of
the Cause of God" is the "sacred head and the distingui shed nenber
for life of that body"--neaning the Universal House of Justice.

13. 'Abdu'l-Baha in Hs WII| provides the Guardian with the power to
expel a nmenber of the Universal House of Justice fromthat body if
t he menber should "commt a sin injurious to the common weal ."

14. The WII of 'Abdu'l-Baha does not specifically give the power to
expel a nmenber of the Universal House of Justice to any other person,
persons, or institution except the Guardi an.

15. The WIIl of 'Abdu'l-Baha does not give the Universal House of
Justice the power to countermand the Guardi an's appoi ntnent of his
successor, or even to investigate the processes by which the Guardi an
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chooses hi s successor.

16. At the tinme when 'Abdu'l -Baha stated that the Guardian "is its
sacred head" the denocratic elenent of the Universal House of Justice
had not been elected, so the provision of the Guardi an being the
"sacred head" was not then in effect, and, thus, the provision, as
witten, deals with a future relationship between the Guardi an and

t he Universal House of Justi ce.

17. Because the Hands of the Faith during Shoghi Effendi's mnistry
did not elect nine Hands "fromtheir own nunber" who "shall at all
times be occupied in the inportant services in the work of the
guardi an of the Cause of God," that provision of the WIIl of 'Abdu'l-
Baha relating to the Hands' assent to the Guardian's choice of a
successor was not in effect prior to Shoghi Effendi's passing.

18. In Shoghi Effendi's January 9, 1951, cablegramto the Nati onal
Assenblies of the East and West, announcing the formation of the
International Bahd'i Council, the first word is "Proclaim"™

19. In that January 9, 1951, cabl egram Shoghi Effendi said that his
"historic decision" to establish the International Baha'i Council at
that tine was the "nost significant mlestone in the evolution of the
Adm nistrative Order of the Faith of Baha' u'llah in the course of the
| ast thirty years".

20. In his January 9, 1951, cabl egram Shoghi Effendi identified the
stages through which the International Bah&'i Council would evol ve.

21. At no point in his January 9, 1951, cabl egram does Shoghi Effendi
use the word "dissolve" in his description of the stages through
which the International Baha'i council was to evol ve.

22. In a nessage fromthe Hands in the Western Hem sphere in May of
1960, page four, they wote: "All the other Hands of the Faith

[ except Mason Reney] were entirely united that the International
Counci| as an 'appointed' institution becones dissolved when it
becones 'el ective.""

23. In a cablegramof March 2, 1951, Shoghi Effendi wel coned the
assi stance of the newy-formed International Baha'i Council, and
i dentified Mason Reney as its President.
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24. In none of Shoghi Effendi's nessages is there to be found the
word "tenporary" to describe the position of President on the
| nternational Bah&'i Council.

25. In their nessage fromthe Hands in the Western Hem sphere in My
of 1960, Hands of the Cause G ossman, True, and Sears wite: "...the
‘appoi nted' phase of which M. Reney was the tenporary President,
woul d no | onger even exist with the sane identity after it was
denocratically elected..."

26. Shoghi Effendi wote: "That Baha' u'llah in H s Book of Agdas, and
| ater "Abdu'l-Baha in Hs WII--a docunent which confirns,

suppl enents and correl ates the provisions of the Agdas--have set
forth in their entirety those essential elenents for the constitution
of the world Bah&'i Conmmonweal th, no one who has read themw || deny."

27. In his "The D spensation of Baha' u'll&ah" Shoghi Effendi

I dentifies two conponents of the Universal House of Justice, "the
denocratic election by the representatives of the faithful" and the
“"hereditary authority" exercised by the Guardian of the Faith.

28. In his January 9, 1951, cabl egram Shoghi Effendi stated that its
evolution into a Baha'i Court was an "essential step."

29. In his cablegramof QOctober 8, 1952, |aunching the worl d-
enbraci ng ten-year crusade, Shoghi Effendi set for a goal "The
establishnment of a Baha'i Court in the Holy Land, prelimnary to the
energence of the Universal House of Justice.”

30. The establishnment of the Universal House of Justice in 1963 was
not a part of Shoghi Effendi's ten-year crusade goals.

31. In Novenber of 1954 Shoghi Effendi stated that the raising of the
Archives Building on Mount Carnel would "herald the construction, in
t he course of successive epochs of the Formative Age of the Faith, of
several other structures, which will serve as the adm nistrative
seats of such divinely appointed institutions as the Guardi anship,

t he Hands of the Cause, and the Universal House of Justice."

32. In Novenber of 1957 Shoghi Effendi died.
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33. In a nessage of the Hands of the Faith of Novenber 25, 1957, the
Hands wote: "The first effect of the realization that no successor
to Shoghi Effendi could have been appointed by himwas to plunge the
Hands of the Cause into the very abyss of despair.”

34. In the nessage of Novenber 25, 1957, fromthe Hands they stated
t hat Shoghi Effendi "in his nysterious insight into the present and
future needs of the Bahd'i Community, called into being the

I nternational Bah&'i Council and the conpany of twenty-seven Hands
with their Auxiliary Boards, whomin his final communication to the
Bahd' is, he designated "Chief Stewards of the Enbryonic Wrld
Commonweal th of Baha' u'll&h."

35. In a resolution adopted by the Hands in 1957 the Hands nade the
foll ow ng decision: "W nom nate and appoint fromour own nunber to
act on our behalf as the Custodians of the Bahd'i Wrld Faith...

[ named here are nine Hands] to exercise--subject to such directions
and decisions as may be given fromtine to tinme by us as the Chief
Stewards of the Baha'i Wrld Faith--all such functions, rights and
powers in succession to the Guardian of the Baha'i Faith, Hs

Em nence the | ate Shoghi Effendi Rabbani, as are necessary to serve
the interests of the Baha'i World Faith, and this until such tinme as
t he Universal House of Justice, upon being duly established and
elected in conformty with the Sacred Witings of Bahd' u' Il ah and the
Wl and Testanent of 'Abdu'l-Baha, may ot herw se determ ne."

36. Between 1957-1960 Mason Reney nmaintained a diary known as his
“"Daily Qbservations" in which he repeatedly noted that the other
Hands of the Cause showed by their attitude that they did not want
anot her CGuardi an.

37. In his "Daily Qobservations"” Mason Reney records that he attenpted
to get the other Hands to reconsider their position that the
GQuardi anship of the Faith had ended.

38. At Ridvan 1960 Mason Reney issued a proclanation, stating that he
was the second Guardian on the basis of his having been identified by
Shoghi Effendi as the President, or head, of the International Baha'i
Counci |, the enbryonic Universal House of Justice.

39. Foll ow ng Mason Reney's proclanmation, the other Hands of the
Faith | abell ed Mason Reney and his foll owers as Covenant Breakers.
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40. The French National Spiritual Assenbly in 1960 voted to accept
Mason Reney as the second Guardi an of the Faith.

41. The Hands of the Faith as reported in the "Baha'i News" of July
1960 "sent Hand of the Cause 'Abu'l Qasim Faizi to France as their
representative, with specific instructions to dissolve the National
Assenbly and call for a new election.”

42. The WIIl and Testanent of 'Abdu'l-Baha has no provision within it
whi ch states that the Hands of the Cause have authority over Nati onal
Spiritual Assenblies.

43. The Hands of the Faith, not the Guardi an of the Cause, set the
el ection of the Universal House of Justice for 1963.

44. The WIIl and Testanment of 'Abdu'l-Baha has no provision within it
for the Hands of the Cause to determ ne the election of a Universal
House of Justi ce.

45. The WIIl and Testanent of 'Abdu'l-Baha has no provision within it
for the Hands of the Faith to consult with the Universal House of
Justi ce.

46. The WIIl and Testanent of 'Abdu'l-Baha does not give the Hands a
position of authority over the Universal House of Justice.

47. Shoghi Effendi interpreted the neaning of the expression "This is
the day which will not be followed by night" in the "Bah&'i News" of
June, 1950 when he wrote:

"Once the m nd and heart have grasped the fact that God

gui des nen through a Mout hpi ece, a human bei ng, a Prophet,
infallible and unerring, it is only a |logical projection of
this acceptance to al so accept the station of 'Abdu'l-Baha
and the Guardi ans. The Guardi ans are the evidence of the
maturity of mankind in the sense that at |ong |ast nen have
progressed to the point of having one world, and of needing
one worl d managenent for human affairs. In the spiritua
real mthey have al so reached the point where God coul d

| eave, in human hands (i.e. the Guardians'), guided
directly by the Bab and Baha' u'll &h, as the Master states
in Hs WIIl, the affairs of H's Faith for this
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Di spensation. This is what is neant by 'this is the day
which will not be followed by night'. In this Di spensation,
di vi ne guidance flows on to us in this world after the
Prophet's ascension, through, first the Master, and then
the Guardians. If a person can accept Baha u'll&ah's
function, it should not present any difficulty to themto
al so accept what He has ordained in a divinely guided

I ndividual in matters pertaining to the Faith."

48. Prior to Shoghi Effendi's passing the accepted definition of a
Covenant Breaker was as given by John Ferraby in "All Things Mde

New' (printed in 1960), p. 251: "These Covenant-breakers profess to
accept the teachings of Baha' u'll&h but they turn away fromthe
Centre of the Cause--in the day of the Centre of the Covenant, 'Abdul -
Baha, and in our day, the Guardian..."

49. Foll ow ng Shoghi Effendi's passing and the assunption of control
of the Faith by the Hands and then by the sans- Guardi an Uni versal
House of Justice,, the definition of a Covenant Breaker--as given in
John Ferraby's "All Things Made New', printed in 1975--becane "These
Covenant - breakers profess to accept the teachings of Baha' u'll ah but
they turn away fromthe central authority in the Cause to which al
must turn and thereby they deny what they profess to accept."” (p. 252)

50. The qualifications for a believer during Shoghi Effendi’'s
mnistry were spelled out by Shoghi Effendi in 1925 and included the
provi so: "loyal and steadfast adherence to every clause of our

Bel oved's sacred WII."

51. The changes in the sans-Q@iardian Faith now make it inpossible for
the foll owers of the sans-@iardi an Universal House of Justice to
adhere to every clause of the WIIl and Testanent of 'Abdu'l -Baha.

52. Shoghi Effendi wote in "The Wrld Order of Baha'u'llah" that the
Wl and Testanent of 'Abdu'l-Baha and the Agdas are "inseparable
parts of one conplete unit". (p. 4)

53. The WIIl and Testanent of 'Abdu'l-Baha does not specifically give
t he Uni versal House of Justice the power to change the provisions of
the WIIl and Testanent.

54. The WII| and Testanent of 'Abdu'l-Baha establishes that the
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Huquq, the fixed noney offering, is to be "offered through the
guardi an of the Cause of God."

55. The sans- Guardi an Uni versal House of Justice, to adapt to what it
considers new conditions in the Faith, has taken control of the Huquqg.

56. The Huquq is not identified in the WIIl and Testanent of 'Abdu'l-
Bahd as the "endownents dedicated to charity" that the sans-Guardi an
Uni versal House of Justice on 7 Decenber 1969 nmakes reference to when
claimng that the possibility of a break in the line of Guardians is
shown in that passage taken fromthe Kitab-i-Agdas.

57. Wthin the declaration statement to which Othodox Bahd'is
subscri be when they join the Faith are the followi ng: "That 'Abdu'l -
Bah4, the eldest Son of Bah&' u'll&h, is the appointed Center of Hi's
Covenant with the Bahd'is, the sole Interpreter of H's Holy Wrd, the
perfect Exenplar of the Faith and the Author of a divinely-conceived
WIl and Testanent whose i nmutabl e provisions constitute the Charter
of the World Order of Baha'u'llah for as long as H s Di spensation
shall endure." -and- "That Shoghi Effendi was the first Guardi an of
the Baha'i Faith, appointed by 'Abdu'l-Baha in Hs WII and
Testanent, the designated Interpreter of the reveal ed Wrd of
Baha' u' | | 4&h, the pernmanent and sacred head of the Universal House of
Justice described in that Testanent and the one towards whom al |
Bahd' is were enjoined to show their obedi ence, subni ssiveness and
subordination in matters of the Faith."
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| see all the statenents in the preceding series as true. Wiere do we
differ?

Sincerely, Franklin D. Schlatter
obf usa@t 66. com
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